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Wednesday, Feb. 1 
     9am DWF Clean Kitchen 
     9:30am Staff Mtg. 
     5:30pm Bible Study 
     5:30pm Youth Group 
     7:30pm Choir 
Thursday Feb. 2 
     9:15am Church Women United - here 
Saturday, February 4 
     8:30am-1pm Elders Workshop in library 
Sunday, February 5 
     Souper Bowl Sunday – fill the bins! 
     8:30am Worship 
     9:30am Feb. birthdays celebrated-small hall 
     10am Sunday School 
     11am Worship 
Monday Feb. 6 
     2:30pm Jazz Combo practice 
     7pm “Weekend” Board in small hall 
Tuesday, Feb. 7 
     Pastors gone – Blackhawk retreat 
     6am Men’s Breakfast at Spudo’s 
     9:30am Bible Study 
     1:30pm Caring Ministries 
     6:30pm Elders Mtg. 
Wednesday, Feb. 8 
     2pm Rosewood Devotions 
     3pm Hawthorne Devotions 
     5:30pm Bible Study 
     5:30pm Youth Group  
     7:30pm Choir 

SERVING SCHEDULES  
FEBRUARY 5, 2012 

 
8:30a.m. Worship 

Acolyte: *Ethan Wheeler 
Greeters:  Kathy VanVelsor & Jessica 
VanVelsor at Broad St., Joyce Aldridge & 
Gary Cook at North St. and Serve 
Communion 
Communion:  Linda Mowrer & Marge 
Patterson 
Offering:  Dick Welty 
Prayer:  Pastor MJ 
Phone:  Hope Nelson 

11:00 a.m. 
Greeters:  Joyce Aldridge & Gary Cook 
at North St., Brenda Fell & Randy 
Schauer at Broad St. 
Communion Prepare/Clean-Up:  Linda 
Mowrer & Marge Patterson 
Elder Serving In:  Willa Jewsbury 
Diaconate Serving In:  *Brenda Fell, 
Linda Mowrer, Marge Patterson, Joyce 
Aldridge 
Elders & Diaconate Serving Out:  
Cindy Andrews & Mike Davis 
Transportation:  Larry Thurman 
Sound System:  Volunteers Needed 
 

ATTENDANCE for 1/25/2012 
Worship – 144 

Sunday School – 80 
Youth Group - 61 

����
����	
�� �
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

301 N Broad St. 
Galesburg, IL  61401     Phone:  343-9960 

For Church News call 345-4020 
Church e-mail address:  fccgalesburg@grics.net 

Web Page – www.fccgalesburg.org 
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   Organist – William Jewsbury              Director of Music – Steve Jackson sjackson@grics.net  
Secretary – Terri Oehlert  fccgalesburg@grics.net              Bookkeeper – Lynda White fccwhite@grics.net  

Co-Pastors:  Gregory S. and Martha-Jean Fitch pastorgreg@grics.net & pastormj@grics.net 
Vol. 66, No. 5, Feb. 1, 2012 

 
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY IS FEBRUARY 5 

 We’re collecting canned goods for the local food pantry.  Who 
do you want to win the Super Bowl?  Are you cheering for the New 
York Giants or the New England Patriot’s?  Vote for your favorite 
team by filling their bin with canned goods!  We’ll have fun seeing 
who the “winner” is and we’ll be greatly helping our community at 

the same time.  Everyone wins!  The FISH Food pantry is in great need of canned fruit 
(even much more than canned vegetables).   They can also use pasta, peanut butter, 
crackers, canned meat, pork and bean and navy beans. 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5 
8:30am Worship:  Quest band performs “Courageous” 
9:30am Fellowship Time in Small Hall 
11am Worship - The choir sings “Change My Heart, Oh God” by 
Eddie Espinosa 
Message by Pastor Greg: “Living Life with Purpose:  Created to Become Like Jesus” 
Scripture:  Ephesians 4:11-24 

 
PASTORS CLASS 

 Pastors class begins February 12th at 3:30pm.  Learn about the 
church, baptism, etc.  All interested youth (with a 6th grade reading level) 

are encouraged to contact Pastor MJ no later than February 5th.  Adult classes will also 
be forming.  Contact Pastor Greg for more information. 



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS will be celebrated on 
Sunday, February 5th, 9:30am at Fellowship Time in Small 
Hall.  If you have a birthday in February – please bring treats, 

enough to share with 8 people.  We want to celebrate you! 
 

 
FEBRUARY YOUTH GROUPS 

 Youth groups (all grades) will meet on Feb. 1, 8, 
and 15.  Invite your friends!  The Ash Wednesday 
meal/service is Feb. 22 from 5:30-7pm. 
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EQUIP 12 CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ 
CONFERENCE 

February 24-25  
At the Peoria Christian School 

 Register by February 1 and for $35 you can choose from 185 different 
workshops.  Bill Allison, from Cadre Ministries, who was here in July of last year, will 
be there offering 4 different workshops.   Pick up materials in the church office. 
 
 
BUDGET FOR JULY 1, 2011 – JUNE 2012 

$238,876.80 
                 
                  Anticipated Bills       $3,508.07 
                                      Actual Giving  $2,987.90          
                            Short $   520.17 
Needed each week to meet budget:  $4,350.31 
Year-to-Date Giving: $116,279.36 
Need Year-to-Date to meet Budget $129,626.02 
 

 
QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  for October 
– December of 2011, are ready for pick up and are located in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
… For all our service men and women worldwide. 
… Kathy Neave, on chemotherapy. 
… For the civil unrest in the Congo. 
… Terry Ruehmer, cancer. 
… Shawn McDowell, cancer – dealing with the end of his 

struggle.  Prayers and comfort for the family.  Praises to God 
for his new life in Christ. 

… Walter Bell, personal struggles. 
…David Lee Stewart – having surgery June 30th. Also for the family of Mike Marks 

who passed away Saturday.   – Larry Thurman 
 … The Quigley family, especially Bradley, Michael & Megan who lost their 

grandmother this past week.  Prayers also for the family of Floyd LaGron – comfort 
& peace as they deal with the end of his struggle with cancer.  – Dori Oberman 

… Brian Larkins  who was hospitalized for chest pain and is going through testing; and 
for a friend’s sister who is having a biopsy for breast cancer, and for Tami Watkins 
who is going through very difficult times at home. – Rod & Sheila Larkins 

… Comfort & peace for the Hawkinson family following the passing of Priscilla this 
past week. 

… My nana – she died Sunday, January 22nd and my dog Pokey who died Aug. 3.   
– Megan Quigley 

 
THANK YOU’S 

 “What a blessing you have been to my father Everett 
“Ronnie” Smith.  Thank you for your prayers, cards and visits 
during his illness.  The dinner you provide after this funeral 
services was so nice and greatly appreciated by the family.  Thank 
you for your kindness.  May God bless each one of you.”  

– The Smith, Candi Murray & Cookie Palmer Families 
 
 

 “Thanks to all of you who donated healthy snacks for the 
Valentine bags that will be given to the children at Nielson School.  
We were able to make 147 bags!  Special thanks to Carol Blair for 
providing diabetic snacks as they do indeed have diabetic children at 
Nielson.  
 Be watching the Crusader for our next special Outreach 
project!” – Outreach Ministry    OUTREACH = FAITH IN ACTION 

Blanket Sunday 
Offering  
$432.00 



 CONGRATULATIONS 
 Rolland and Carol Blair became great-
grandparents on Wednesday, January 25th when 
Madelynn Carol Cass was born to Darren & 
Cassandra Cass at 9:02am at Cottage Hospital.  
Little miss Madelynn has her great-grandmother’s 
middle name! 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY MEETINGS 
Feb. 4  8:30am-1pm Elders Workshop in the church  
  library,  please bring a sack lunch. 
Feb. 7  1:30pm Caring Ministries Mtg., 6:30pm Elders Mtg. 
Feb. 15 1:30pm Trustees Mtg. 
Feb. 21 6pm Council of Ministries, 7pm Ministry Teams 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY  
Disciples Women Fellowship Meetings 

Feb. 1  9am, clean the kitchen 
Feb. 2  9:15am Church Women United – here 
Feb. 9  10:30am DWF Council 
Feb. 15 9:30am Ruth Circle here at the church in the 
     Friendship class room 
Feb. 22 9:30am Ash Wednesday Lenten Series-L.H. 
Feb. 23 1:30pm Lydia Circle at Eva Seiler’s home 

 
 
 

ALL COMMUNITY WOMEN’S  
PRAISE & WORSHIP 

“Questions on the Way to the Cross” 
Sponsored by Church Women United 

9:30am Wednesday mornings here at First Christian Church 
February 22nd – March 28th 

 Opportunities galore!   Times for giving 
and times for worship – times to grow in 
fellowship with your church family.   I share 
these different opportunities with you so that 

you can find ways you can live as a passionate disciple of Christ. 
 
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING:   In 1990, Brad Smith was youth minister intern in 
Columbia, South Carolina.   At one January youth fellowship, he opened with this 
simple prayer:   "Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be 
mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat".   That began to inspire a nation-
wide youth led movement to help hungry and hurting people around the world.   Souper 
Bowl of Caring has the vision that in the midst of the fun of Super Bowl weekend, the 
nation be unified for a higher good: collecting dollars and canned food for the needy.  
Youth all around the nation collect donations at their schools and churches in soup pots, 
and then send every dollar directly to a local charity of their choice.   Our church has 
participated for the last 9 years and has collected a TOTAL of 2,639 items and given 
FISH Food Pantry or the Rescue Mission a total of $2,639!    Let’s see how much we 
can add this year!   Bring a $1 for the soup pot – or a canned food item (see front page 
article) to help feed the hungry! 

 
 

KNOX COLLEGE COMMUNITY WORSHIP:    This year, Knox College is 
celebrating 175 years in Galesburg!   On February 19 at 4pm there will be a worship 
service to give thanks to God and celebrate our history at Kresge Hall at Knox College. 
There will be a community choir and a video explaining some of the historical ties 
between the Knox community and the beginning church community. A focus will center 
on Galesburg’s participation in the Underground Railroad.   Be sure and put this date on 
your calendar. 
 
 
ISRAEL JOURNEY:   Due to a lack of time, we were unable to show all the pictures 
from our trip to Israel at the Holy Land Presentation on Jan. 29.   There has been a 
request that we show the “rest of the story”.   Thus, on Feb. 26 at 4pm, we will be 
showing the sites of Israel only (not Egypt or Jordan).   This will be a great way to begin 
your Lenten journey, seeing the places were Jesus walked and gave His life for us!    
 
     God bless and keep you,   ��������	  


